
Latin America/Caribbean
Network Begins

The first Latin American/CaribbeanConferenceon SolarCooking
UseandTechnologyat Lake Yojoa in Hondurasin June1993
broughttogether95 solar cookingleadersfrom 42 promotergroups
in 14 countries.Participantsincludedcommunity-basedpromoters,
environmentalists,researchers,educators,healthprofessionals,
appropriatetechnologistsand donors.

"The conferencewas mostvaluablefor exchanginginformation,
and we are alreadyplanning future collaborationwith other groups
we met there,"saidJuanArriaga Mora, Directorof Sol de Vida, a
large,volunteergroup of solar cooksthat promotesolar cooking in
westernCostaRica.

Small group discussions,exhibitsof cookersandeducational
materials,and paperpresentationscoveredcooker
technologyand uses,healthand nutrition issues,
and methodsof promotingsolar cooking.The
diversegroup reachedremarkableconsensusin two
shortdays,noting a senseof urgency.As Jorge
Tzunumfrom Guatemalasaid, "Solar cookers
aren’tjust usefulfor our returningrefugees,

ShyamS. they areessentialfortheir survival!"
Nandwani Keynotespeakerwas ProfessorShyamS.

Nandwani,of theUniversidadNacional,Costa
Rica. He was recentlyawardedthat institution’s highesthonorfor his
outstandingcontributionsto CostaRica’sdevelopmentand culture
throughhis pioneerwork in solar energy sincehisarrival from India
in 1978.He hasoverseenconstructionof countlesssolar appliances
andorganizednumerousinternationalconferenceson solar energy.
Dr. Nandwani is an SBCI Board memberand also the Coordinatorof
thenextWorld Conferencesee2nd World Conference.ForLatin
AmericanNetworkresolutionsseeMULTIPLIERS’ NEWS SWAP.

This conferencewassponsoredby the ThrasherResearchFund,
SBCI,Katalysis:North/SouthDevelopmentPartnership,Organización
deDesarrolloEmpresarialFemeninoODEF of Honduras,Belize
Enterprisefor SustainedTechnologyBEST in Belize,Rotary Club of
Fresno,U.N.D.P- Honduras,andU.N. Science& TechnologyWomen
in DevelopmentTask Force.

SECOND CALL FOR PAPERS

SECOND WORLD CONFERENCE
NOTE NEW DEADLINE - NOVEMBER 30, 1993

TheUniversidadNacionalin Heredia,CostaRicawill host the 2nd
World Conferenceon solarCookerUseand Technologyfrom July 12-15,
1994, co-sponsoredby SBCI and the Universityof the Pacific, USA. This
conferencewill continueexchangesof informationbegunin 1992among
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Fall 1993

African Resource Center
Campaign

ThroughSBCI,with your help, many millions of peo
ple haveheardaboutsolar cooking andhaveactuallyseen
a solarcookerwork. Interestin solarcooking is spreading
fast.However, we estimatethat in the world today only
aboutone-halfmillion peoplehavebeenenabledto actu
ally solar cook.Many moremillions are now eagerto
solarcookbut don’t yet have clear guidesfor solar
cookingin their own languageor anaffordable cooker
or thepartsfor building one that is user-friendlyand
works for their specificpots, climates,andfamily size.

We cando somethingabout that: Many organizations
havestartedsolar cooking promotionprojectsin the last
few years- building cookers,learningto use them to
cook local foods,and teachingothers.They understand
local needs,cultures,economiesand resources,and they
know thebarrierspreventingthewiderspreadof solar
cooking in their particularareas.

Limited resourcesdon’t allow them to do much about
thesebarriers,but they areeagerto collaborateto find solu
tions. Africa regiongroupspromotingsolarcookingarehav
ing smallsuccessesandexpressa strongdesireto expandto
reachmany morepeople.Many are askingour help to form
anAfrica RegionResourcesCenter.A centercandevelop:

* training,teachingguidesand instructionsfor solar
cooking in local languages

* affordablecookersadaptedto local climates,cook
ing potsand building materials.

Only then will millions of peoplebe able to usetheir
abundant sunshine to cook.

We are launchinga special fund raising campaign for
Continuedonpage6
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