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Ambitious Goals for ‘91

SBCI is growing fast. Worldwide interest is
growing even faster. We continue to re-examine
how we can best serve you, the agencies and
individuals who have the capacity to spread this
simple technology to those who need it most. We
continue to rely heavily on your advice.

LATIN AMERICAN NETWORK

This year begins a three-year focus on solar
cooking in Latin America, starting with Mexico,
Central America, and the Caribbean, and funded in
part by the Thrasher Research Fund.

Communities with solar box promotion projects
already underway in Belize and Honduras will be
studied to measure changes in awareness, interest
and use of solar cookers. There will be special
efforts to adapt solar cookers to local low-cost
building materials, including an alternative for
cardboard for humid climates. An information
network with other solar cooking projects in the
region will share and encourage local adaptations.
Key to his project is active participation by women,
the primary cooks.

SHOWCASE SACRAMENTO, also a three-year
project, will be launched this June with a COOKING
SOLARBRATION June 18-22, cosponsored by the
Municipal Utility District, Raley’s Stores, Syufy
Luxury Theaters, and many community
organizations. Events involving many local
“multipliers” — schools, businesses, media, service
organizations, and local government will include
demonstrations by and for senior citizens' groups,
exhibits in shopping malls, a SOLAR COOKOFF on
the steps of the State Capitol and promotions in local
Raley's stores. Coordinators for the Solarbration are
Rick Blodgett and Jeanne Marie Moore.

Other activities planned for the Sacramento
area, coordinated by Dave Martin, include a survey
to measure public awareness of, interest in, and
use of solar cookers, and the following two events
for solar box users:

Interested in meeting with other solar cooks
and sharing cooking experiences? Randy Smith
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The Natural Solution

Sister Regina Deitschman of the Peruvian
Archdiocese of Piura is an example of an individual
“multiplier” who is
spreading basic
information on the
simple solar box to
those who can ben-
efit most. In Piura
local people have
produced Spanish-
language materials
modified for local
needs. Their
poster, “The Natural

Solution” is the best i, |
we've seemn. @ ;
'J- !a

Thirty-five cook-
ers were built in |_
recent workshops.
The archdiocese
reports that many people can no longer afford to buy
cooking fuel due to recent severe increases in prices.

Third Annual Gala:
“Dinner in a Forest”

Mark your calendar and send reservations now
for SBCI's Annual Gala Dinner on Saturday, March
23, 1991, at the Pub, California State University in
Sacramento, California. A social hour starts at
5:30 PM, and the dinner at 6:15 will be co-emceed
by Jeanie Shaw-Connelly and KOVR's Tom DuHain.

Thomas Lawand, Director of International
Projects for Brace Research Institute in Quebec will
be the keynote speaker.

We'll celebrate another year of progress and
recognize a few of the many who have played key
roles in worldwide progress.

The dinner will follow a day-long Think Tank to
review strategies for spreading solar cooking. For
more information on the Think Tank, contact Bev al
SBCI, (916)444-6616. See page 4 for reservations.



