Pardon the Missing Newsletter

This newsletller combines Summer and Fall issues.
This summer was our busiest ever and we were flooded with
requests for information from institutions and individuals
all over the world. We chose lo focus our limited resources
on that priority and hope you agree with our decision.

1990 Solar Cooker Census

Over five hundred responses to a survey in our winter
1990 newsletter told us the following:

HOW INFORMATION SPREADS
Most people had first heard about solar cooking
through media, and only within the last three years.
Most who become solar cooks tell many others - 20
on the average. One out of four told 75 or more. Ten per
cent of users told 250 or more.

KNOW OTHER SOLAR COOKS?

Only 1/3 of respondees know of others who have
solar cookers. Of these 3/4 knew of at least 2, 1/4 knew
at least 10 and 1/10 knew 40 or more. When asked to
guess how many of those cookers are being used fairly
regularly most people guessed about half.

USE

Asked if they had actually seen a solar cooker only
338 (61%) had, and of those about 70% (253) had tried
one themselves. Ninety per cent of these were box-type
cookers; 86% use the cooker at least occasionally and
half use them regularly. Of the fourteen per cent that
used a solar cooker only once or twice and then stopped,
1/2 weren't pleased and the other 1/2 were unable to get
or make their own cooker.

GEOGRAPHY OF RESPONSES
56%  U.S. 8%
12%  Canada, Europe 15%
9% Other

GETTING COOKERS

Eighty per cent of users built their own. One-third
had some difficully building it; one-fifth had difficulty
getting malerials to build.

BENEFITS

From all respondents the three most important
benefits listed were environmental - 63%, fuel savings -
50 %, and convenience - 42%.

PROBLEMS WITH SOLAR COOKERS

Of all problems mentioned, one-fourth were related (o
weather or not having a sunny place for the cooker |2
were relaled to box design ((oo light, too heavy, ete.),
aboul 15% ol users cited problems of [ood not getting
[ully cooked and 6% fell it cooked ioo slowly,
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The Tanzanian “Babat:
Basket”

Rochelle and Paul Funk proved one can cook in
almost anything! Two baskets with dry grass between
them and with mylar plastic tucked in at the top
surrounding a black covered pot cooked rice in four
hours.

Funks also made a video of Tanzanian women
making solar cookers by sewing large grass mats into
“boxes.”

Mark Your Calendar -
1992 Conference

As an outgrowth of the 1991 Spring Think Tank.
SBCI will cosponsor with the University of the Pacilic a
Conference on Solar Cooking Use and Technology
Worldwide on June 19-20, 1992 in Stockton,
California. There will be paper presentations,
roundtable discussions, reporls on promolion projects,
displays and audiovisual materials on all aspects of
solar cooking - environmental, cultural, appropriate
technology, health, engineering, governmental to nanu
a few.

You are mLuI lo se nd a 1-2 page abstract or letie
copicsl describin g vour presentation, display, poster or
othier material h_\ November 1, 1991 to: E.R.Pejack.
Khoury Hall, Universily of the Pacific, Stockton. CA
95211 USA.



