
For yearswe’ve soughta solar cookerthat would be as sim
ple, convenientand effectiveas SCI’scardboard/glass/alu
minum foil teaching-modelboxes,butevenfar cheaper,
tougher and more transportable.

MANY THANKS to thosewho field-testedBernard’swon
derfully inventive Frenchsaladbowl cookerand BarbaraKerr’s
equally inventive plastic-bagsubstitution.SCI hasextendedthe
reflectorsto interlockfor wind stability andaddedcooking
power,creatinga protected"nest" for the pot, and dubbedit the
SOLAR COOKIT. It handily pasteurizeswaterand cooksup to
about 3 poundsof food. Comparedto what we havealways
calledour standard"simplesolar box" it is even1 simpler,2
easierto makewith fewermaterialsno window!, just halfof
one box, 3 morecompact,and4 easierto set-up,takedown
and storein seconds.It appearsto be ideally suitedto campers,
back-packers,homeless,and large-scaleemergencyrelief
efforts.

PROPOSED REFUGEE
PROJ ECT

We recentlywatchednewsreportsof Rwandans,fleeingand

carrying on their headsandbackstheir mostpreciousbelong

ings; many carried heavyloads of firewood!

Growinginterestin solar cooking amongrefugeeaid groups

reflects the crueland growingshortagesof cookingfuels in

manydevelopingcountries.The refugeeshaveflooded into

areaswherecookingfuels were alreadyscarcefor local resi

dents.To datethe only solution for relief organizationshas

beento import, when possible-andat greatexpense-millions

of cheap,unsafekerosenestovesand continuingsuppliesof

importedfuel. Refugeeworkerstell of fearsof fires in the

campsand seriousburnsarea constanthazardfor children.

In the longerrange,there are49 million refugeesworld

wide, many of them in relentlesslysunny areas.Weenvisiona

future when trucks andplanesnow loadedwith cookingfuel

and drinking watercan insteadcarry vital food and medical

supplies.Solarcookerscanoften reducefuel needsby 1/3 to

1/2. At the requestof several refugeeorganizationsin East

Africa, a meetingin Nairobi September23 will explorepossi

ble pilot projectsin refugeecampsthis winter. We hopeto

beginat leastone projectfor 50 refugeefamilies. including

suppliesandinstruction. Whenever they return to fuel-

scarcehome regions, this survival skill will go with them.

Fleeing Rwandans carried their most essential
belongings on their heads and backs; many
carried heavy loads of firewood!
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0 PLEASE COME 0
TO

SCIs 7th ANNUAL MEETING
AND

AN INFORMAL
INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Sunday,October 9, 1994,2-4 PM
Wilson Hall on Baxter Way

just off Stadium Drive oppositeparking lot
University of the Pacific, Stockton,California

* Highlights of 2nd World Conference.
Kenyameetingsand
Plansfor 1995-96

* Volunteerrecognition
* Displayof varioussolarcookers
* Solar-cookeddelights


