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NEW SOLAR COOKER

For years we’ve sought a solar cooker that would be as sim-
ple, convenient and effective as SCI’s cardboard/glass/alu-
minum foil teaching-model boxes. but even far cheaper,
tougher and more transportable.,

MANY THANKS to those who field-tested Bernard’s won-
derfully inventive French salad bowl cooker and Barbara Kerr’s
equally inventive plastic-bag substitution. SCI has extended the
reflectors to interlock for wind stability and added cooking
power, creating a protected “nest” for the pot, and dubbed it the
SOLAR COOKIT. It handily pasteurizes water and cooks up to
about 3 pounds of food. Compared to what we have always
called our standard “simple solar box™ it is even 1) simpler, 2)
easier to make with fewer materials (no window!, just half of
one box), 3) more compact, and 4) easier to set-up, take down
and store in seconds. It appears to be ideally suited to campers,
back-packers, homeless, and large-scale emergency relief
efforts.

PROPOSED REFUGEE
PROJECT

We recently watched news reports of Rwandans, fleeing and
carrying on their heads and backs their most precious belong-
ings; many carried heavy loads of firewood!

Growing interest in solar cooking among refugee aid groups
reflects the cruel and growing shortages of cooking fuels in
many developing countries. The refugees have flooded into
areas where cooking fuels were already scarce for local resi-
dents. To date the only solution for relief organizations has
been to import, when possible—and at great expense—millions
of cheap, unsafe kerosene stoves and continuing supplies of
imported fuel. Refugee workers tell of fears of fires in the
camps and serious burns are a constant hazard for children.

In the longer range. there are 49 million refugees world-
wide, many of them in relentlessly sunny areas. We envision a
future when trucks and planes now loaded with cooking fuel
and drinking water can instead carry vital food and medical
supplies. Solar cookers can often reduce fuel needs by 1/3 to
1/2. At the request of several refugee organizations in East

Africa, a meeting in Nairobi September 23 will explore possi-
ble pilot projects in refugee camps this winter. We hopc o
begin at least one project for 500 refugee fanulics. including
supplies and instruction. Whenever they return to fuel-
scarce home regions, this survival skill will go with them.
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Fleeing Rwandans carried their most essential
belongings on their heads and backs; many
carried heavy loads of firewood!
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SCI's 7th ANNUAL MEETING
AND
AN INFORMAL
"INFORMATION EXCHANGE

Sunday, October 9, 1994, 2-4 PM
Wilson Hall on Baxter Way
just off Stadium Drive opposite parking lot
University of the Pacific, Stockton, California
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