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Energizing! Inspiring! Thesearethe
words that bestsummarizemy January
visit to SCI’spilot projects in Africa.
While I was able to get a senseof SCI’s
strengthsin my first two monthswork in
Sacramento,it wasn’t until I visited the
field that I could fully appreciateall the
effort that hasgoneinto
developingthesepilot proj
ectsand the positiveresults
they areshowing.

The developmentof an
effectivesystemof support
to the projectsin thediffer
ent economic,cultural and
social settingsof Kenya,
Ethiopiaand Zimbabwe
from the centraloffice in
Sacramentohasbeena
major achievement.
Meeting the challengesthat
stemfrom theremoteness
of the refugeecampswithin
Ethiopiaand Kenyaas well
as working with different management
structuresanddifferent partnerswithin
eachcountryhasnotbeeneasy.The
strongbaseestablishedthroughvolunteer
trainers,boardmembersand advisorsand
our former executivedirector,Beverly
Blum, becamea springboardto take
major stepsforward to the currentstruc
ture whereprogramcountrystaffmanage
the solar cooking projects.

All our projectsareproceedingwell
and producingbenefitsthat are clearly
valuedby both theusersof solarcookers
and the partnerorganizationswith which
Sc! works. Partnerorganizationsdemon
stratedtheir continuedsupportof solar

cookingprojectsin all threesitesby
agreeingto extendor renewwritten
agreements.SC! staffand trainersare
competentandhighly motivated,continu
ally developingnew ideasand improve
mentsto the programs.

Valuablenetworkswith otherdevelop
ment and renewableenergyorganizations

havebeenestablishedin eachcountry.
Local manufacturersfor bagsand
CooKitshavebeenidentified in Kenya
and Zimbabwe,and SC! hasestablished
offices in both Kenyaand Ethiopia. In
Zimbabwe,our partnerorganization,the
DevelopmentTechnologyCentreDTC,
hasexpandedits solarcooking program
in which CooKits are sold, notgiven,
providing a key elementfor sustainability.

ETHIOPIA
After threedaysof travel from
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In recentyears,solar cooking has
acquirednew internationalurgency:It is
crucialnot just in dramaticallyimproving
the lives of women,children, and families
in developingnations,but in servinga piv
otal role in any lastingsolutionto global
climatechange.A solarcooker relieves
pressureon forestswhen it displacesthe
useof wood for fuel, therebypreserving
preciousbiological carbonstores.Solar
cookingat onceaddressesthe needsof the
individual andthe needsof the planet,
humbly revealingthe interconnected
natureof our world.

We are blessedwith a truly splendid
solution ... a solar cooker is small, light
weight, inexpensive,reliable,safe, and
easyto use.It Is customizableto local cul
turesand is poweredby the gift of abun
dant sunlight.Oneof our biggestchal
lengesis to spreadthe newsthat
somethingsosimplecanwork so well in
today’s technologicallybrisk world.

At SC! weconsiderourselvesextreme

ly fortunateto welcomethe newcenturyin
the companyof an outstandingnew execu
tive director, a wonderful and enthusiastic
staff, a boardbrimmingwith newenergy,
and a legion of dedicatedfriendsand sup
porters.We simply can’twait to plunge
into the excitingyear aheadof us, and we
hopeyou acceptthe challengeandjoin us
to makethis the decadethat the world
rediscoverstheelegantbeautyof cooking
with the sun.

Letters
I havesupportedSolar CookersInternationalfor a numberof

years,haveattendedan SC! workshopin Sacramento,havemade
severalsolar ovensmyself and taughtothersto do so, usea solar
box cooker regularly during the summer,and take everyopportu
nity to sharewhat I know aboutsolarcooking and theactivities of
SC! with others.

While yourAugust1999 letter included somevalid, cogent
points regardingthe benefitsof solar cookersas analternativeto
fire in otherpartsof the world, I am concernedabout the focus on
otherpartsof the world, whenwe needto be focusingat least
equallyon our own part of the world.

It seemsto me that Americansneedto be remindedthat there
is an alternativeto fossil fuels. It is easyenoughto write out a
checkto SC! and think that weare supportinga valuabledevelop
mentproject,but I believethat wemust also takestepsin our
own lives to transformcurrentshort-termthinking of non-sustain
able [fossil fuelj dependenceto the long-termthinking of a sus
tainablefuturewith solarenergyas a partial energysourceright
here.

I havelived and workedin Africa and the West Indies for near
ly twentyyearsand am entirely supportiveof and,indeed, enthu
siastic aboutthe work that SC! is doing in the rest of theworld,
but I wonderhow manyof the Americanswho contributeto SC!
are actually reducingtheir own depletionof the earth’sscarce
resources.

C. Cox
Willits, California
USA

Pleasefind encloseda checkfrom BlackhawkCouncil Girl
ScoutTroop 46 for $33 to provideone family with a solarcooker,
suppliesand training.

Girl ScoutTroop 46 is working on a badgecalled"Readyfor
Tomorrow." Oneof the things we did towardsearningthis badge
wasto review donationliterature from five organizations.We
looked at what eachorganizationdoesto helpplants,animalsor
people,consideredhow theseactions help the environment,and
what typesof actionsarefundedby recommendedpledgesor
donations.We thenvoted to providefinancial supportto one or
more organizations.

Our troop felt Solar CookersInternationalwas the bestorgani
zation to supportfinanciallybecauseit savestrees,decreasespol
lution, helpsdecreaseglobal warming,usessolarresourceswisely
and helpspeople.We wishyou greatsuccessin continuingthis
importantwork worldwide, and weare glad wecanhelp.

Girl ScoutTroop 46
Middleton, Wisconsin
USA
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