In This Issue

v
SCI’s East Africa
Coordinator
v
Stewards of the Sun:
QOur Members
v
News You Send

Solar Cookers
International
1919 21st Street, #101
Sacramento, CA 95814

Tel. 916-455-4499
Fax 916-455-4498

E-mail: sci@igc.org

Web: http://www.
accessone.com/~sbcn

SCI’s mission is to
spread solar cooking
to benefit people and

environments.

rFONCKERS
COOKERS

)
P |

. 7 4 ¥
\f‘?"'l i ‘ " J ET # | ]

-y,

e, W’;k ﬂ NEVIEW

'n:\":-.-". -u-—'g.f‘ ,& f“

fSRIADL

-
IVIVAL

East Africa Coordinator Going Strong

Heroic is the best single word for the
work of Mrs. Margaret C.A. Owino, SCI’s
East Africa Coordinator, based in Nairobi,
Kenya. On the job slightly more than a
year, Margaret familiarized herself with
SCT’s projects in Kenya and Ethiopia—
with the conditions, the people, and the
gradual headway SCI has been making in
teaching solar cooking in Kakuma and
Aisha refugee camps.

Then, she plunged right in.

Margaret has negotiated with UN offi-
cials in Ethiopia. She’s researched alterna-
tive suppliers for solar cooking gear like
reflective foil, pots, plastic bags, and black
paint. She’s field-tested samples of gear and
experimented with various schemes to
bring cooker costs even lower and to enable
refugees to make or finish cookers. She’s
unsnarled hang-ups in getting supplies from
Nairobi across the wild desert to Kakuma.
At times, when necessary, Margaret has

traveled by truck for a
day and a half to reach ©
the camp, so she ap- 3
preciates the logistical
challenges faced by '
truckers in the arid
gulches and plains.
More than a diplo-
mat, researcher, engi-
neer and shipping
agent, Margaret is a
teacher, a teacher of
teachers. When she
started supervising SCI’s work in Kakuma,
her leadership rallied the refugee staff of
the solar cooker project. Early on, she gave
an extended Training of Trainers workshop
for the solar project staff. The workshop’s
theme was “Participatory Training Method-
ologies” and included team building and
problem solving. The trainers feel more
confident as aresult  Continued on page 3
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SCI Welcomes Nadir Aden

We are proud to
welcome aboard our
newest staff member,
Nadir Aden. Nadir
was hired in early
May by East Africa
Coordinator Margaret
C.A. Owino. His role
. will be that of a coor-
dinator for SCI'’s
Ethiopia project, lo-
cated in Aisha camp.
The position will require a multitude of
skills and dedication to the practice of solar
cooking.

Nadir’s duties will consist primarily of
organizing the project, incorporating solar
cooking supplies into the local marketplace
and collecting data. No doubt his continu-
ous presence will also play a vital role in

Nadir Aden

keeping the spirits of the solar cooks high.

An immediate responsibility for Nadir
was the recruitment of six trainers. With the
help of UNHCR staff, Ethiopian Adminis-
tration for Refugee and Returnee Affairs
(ARRA) officials, and refugee elders,
women and youth representatives, Nadir
screened possible recruits and selected the
following individuals:

Ayan Osman Abdi
Saada Momin Aden
Kadra Hassan Ahmed
Asha Abdi Buh

Lula Jama Gahair
Zeinab Jama Hashi

Other priorities include monitoring the
usage of CooKits, such as the types of food
cooked, cooking frequencies and user pro-
files—gender, age,  Continued on page 2
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President’s Corner

Dr. Norge Jerome

The first six months of 1999 have
been busy ones for Solar Cookers In-
ternational (SCI), with much effort
going into the search for a new execu-
tive director. In April, board members
Elvira Williams and I represented SCI
in Washington, D.C. at the annual
meeting of InterAction, an umbrella
group for non profit organizations like SCI which are in-
volved with international development.

SCI’s East African representative, Margaret Owino,
reached an agreement with UNHCR to continue SCI’s
limited project at the Aisha, Ethiopia, refugee camp. This
will allow us to supply bags and solar cooking informa-
tion to the refugees at the camp. We welcome Mr. Nadir
Aden as SCI’s field coordinator for Aisha, and the six
trainers he has selected to assist with the project in the
camp.

SClI developed a memo of understanding for a partner-
ship with the University of Zimbabwe, Development
Technology Centre. This collaborative project will bring a
closer tie to the people of Zimbabwe for wider dissemina-
tion of solar cooking and the introduction of entrepreneur-
ship to the women trainers there. It enhances prospects for
creating a commercial base for expansion of solar cooker
use while creating an opportunity for women trainers to
operate small businesses and generate income for their
families.

As always, SCI is looking for help to increase our won-
derful group of supporters, One of the keys to support
growth is making people aware of SCI and its transform-
ing projects. We encourage you to give friends, relatives,
and others an opportunity to participate in the good news
of solar cooking for people and environments of our beau-
tiful world.
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Contributors to this Review

Many thanks to

%t Dave Ruppe, Impact Publications, Medford, OR, USA,
for design and layout.

¥ Bud Lembke, for his interview with Barby Pulliam

%t Christopher Gronbeck, for his book review

% Miami Country Day School, for the song lyrics

% Meg, for the inspirational letter

4t Bev Blum, for advice

Executive Director Search
in Progress

As of the publication deadline for the Solar
Cooker Review in early July, I report that the search
for a new executive director is still in progress. The
search committee has extensively reviewed 44 appli-
cants, and followed this up with phone interviews
and in-person visits. The process has been length-
ened by the difficulties in coordinating availability of
both candidates and search members, which at times
has been quite challenging.

I thank fellow search committee members Norge
Jerome, Linda Helm Krapf, Claude Thau, and Elvira
Williams for their dedication and effort on this most
important search.

Bob Metcalf
Co-chair, Executive Director Search Committee

Nadir Aden continued from page 1

etc. In his first monthly report, Nadir notes that many
families are in need of replacement bags. However, those
that have bags use their CooKits to cook tea, rice, wheat,
meat, and pasta. Nadir will also conduct a market survey
to identify possible vendors of supplies. He has already
taken steps toward this end by placing insulation bags in
three local shops and directing local project staff to make
refugees aware of these supply locations. In addition,
Nadir will continue to explore local production of sup-
plies and reuse/recycle options for worn out bags.

These and other tasks set aside for the new Aisha coor-
dinator are not easy ones. Nadir will need to work well
with refugee families, local officials and NGO staff mem-
bers. Nadir, born in Gode, Ethiopia and schooled in both
Ethiopia and Somalia, has a solid education, which in-
cludes computer and accounting training. He also has ex-
perience working in managerial roles. Skills he gained
while working as a nutritional worker, agricultural project
coordinator and rural development manager will no doubt
aid him in his new role as well. But most importantly, he
has good people skills, which are invaluable when it
comes to the spread of solar cooking.

We wish Nadir the best of luck and welcome him to
SCI and the world of solar cooking.



