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Refugee Projects On Track
BY TERRY GRUMLEY
SCI ExecutiveDirector

In spiteof adverseconditionsin the
areaswherewe carry outprograms,SC!
is firmly moving forward towards
achievementof the Year 2000 Program

Objectivesidentified for projectsin
Kenya,Ethiopiaand Zimbabwe.These
objectivesincludeboth quantitativetar
getsas well as qualitative improvements
that makeus more effectivein spreading
solar cookingand reducingfuelwood
usage.In Kenyaand Ethiopia, wewill

easily meetthe original tar
getsset.While in Zimbabwe
we havehad to scaleback
from our original targetof
3,000new families trained
and CooKits distributedto
1,000, weare makingmajor
progresswith our partner
organization,the
DevelopmentTechnology
CentreDTC of the
University of Zimbabwe.
Togetherwehaverevamped
the project,placingmore
emphasison sustinability
througha women’sincome
gener- Continuedonpage4

developingcountriesthroughimplementa
tion of self-helphealth,education,and agri
cultureprograms.AHEAD wasfoundedin
Washington,DC in 1981 by SC! board
memberandAHEAD ExecutiveDirector
Elvira Williams, andher physicianhus
bandIrving.

In Tanzania,AHEAD works in Meatu,
the poorestdistrict of the poor region
Shinyanga.AHEAD’s headquartersarein
the town of Mwanhuzi,where it has a
small office and house.It is from
Mwanhuzithat the Continuedonpage6

Solar Water Pasteurization in Tanzania
BY DR. BOB METCALF
SCI boardmember

Whenpeoplethink of Tanzaniathey
often think of Mt. Kilimanjaro, thespectac
ular animalsof theSerengetiPlain, or Jane
Goodall’sInstitute for chimpanzeeresearch.
Thispast July 1 went to Tanzanianot for the
wildlife, but to testlocal watersuppliesand
to introduceSCI’sCooKit andits water
pasteurizationcapabilities.I workedas a
volunteerfor AHEAD, an NGO whose
purposeis to improve thequality of life in

LocalKenyanwomentrainedto solarcookby SCI’s,
ShadrackAlumai
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President’s Corner
BY CHRISTOPHERGRONBECK
SCI President

It canbe difficult to relate to far away things. How
much more compelling is the needright in front of
you than the needhalf-a-worldaway! Fortunately,the
gift of compassionbridgesthedistance,allowing usto
identify with and connectto peoplewe’ll nevermeet.

Much of SCI’s work involvesdesigning,adminis
tering, and evaluatingprojectsin refugeecampsand
communitiesin Africa. Reportson the statusof our
projectsconcerndaysof sunshine,inventoriesof solar
cookers,bank accountbalances,trainingsessionatten
dance,and other logistical and administrativedata.

But I recentlyhad the opportunityto review a
report from our Kakumarefugeecampproject in
Kenya. In the report, thereareinterviewswith
refugeeswho participatein SCI’sprogramsand who
havehadtheir liveschangedby solar cooking.While
the statisticsand figuresin the reportare importantfor
monitoring the project, it was the interviewsthat told
the humanside of the story, which, in the end,is the
only chapterthat matters.

Storiesare an integralpart of anyculture.They
describethe subjectivebeauty, the humannature,the
threadsof meaningthat we all share.Permit me to
sharewith you a few of the Kakumainterviewsthat
remindedme that solar cooking is a beautiful thing.

LokamuLojo, 68 yearsold. "He saysthat solar
cookinghasmadea differencein his life. This is
becausehe leaveshis food cooking ashe attendsreading
classesfor theblind, that he hasno worriesas hestays
in theclassas his maizeand beanswill notburn and
when he getshome it will be cooked.He says that inci
dentsof burningfrom usingopenfireshavereduced."

* NasroOsmanUmar, 45 years old. "I usually
solar cook most of the timewhen theconditionsare
right and I makea savingbecausecharcoaland fire
wood areexpensive.I wish I could havetwo CooKits.
My family of nine membersloves the tasteof solar
cookedfood."

* RebeccaAng’eth Dit, 67 yearsold. "She saysshe
enjoyscooking tea, meatand rice with solar.She says
sinceshe is toothless,she leavesit to cook longeruntil
it is very soft and shehasno worrieswith it burning or
wastingher firewood. Shealso doesnot get burnt or
tired from cooking."

* HusseinAdbulahi, 35 yearsold. "I only became

blind two yearsago and life hasneverbeenthesame. I
havehad to dependon relativesandso I decidedto be
trainedin solarcooking so that I can do my own cook
ing. I usuallycook pasta,riceand potatoes.I love solar
cooking becauseI do not burn the food and becauseI
get time to rest. My neighboursfeel encouragedto go
for trainingwhen theywatchme cooking usingsolar."

SCI’sprojectsinvolve tensof thousandsof fami
lies in severalcountries,but in theend, every individ
ual participanthas a story. Thisstory is part of their
wonderful,complex,beautiful lives, and we needto
be mindful when we’rereviewingcolumnsof num
bersin reportsthat thereare humanbeingson the
other end who haveamazinglivesand amazingsto
ries just like wedo. This simpleact of acknowledge
ment helpsus connectto the peoplewe reachout t&,
illuminatingthe humannaturethat we shareand
allowing our compassionto bring ustogether.

Correction
In theAugust2000 SolarCookerReviewwe pre

sentedincorrectcontactinformation for the organiza
tion Solar Innovations of Tanzania SOIT. The
correct information is P.O. Box 12809, DaresSalaam,
Tanzania.Tel: 002222668721,email:
sonet@twiga.com

Solar Cooker Review
Solar CookerReviewis publishedtwo or three times per

year,with the purposeof presentingsolarcooking information
from around the world. Topics includesolarcooker technology,
disseminationstrategies,educationalmaterials,andcultural and
social adaptations.From time to time we coverrelatedtopics
suchaswomen’sissues,wood shortages,health,nutrition, air
pollution,climatic changes,and the environment.

Solar CookerReview is sentto thosewho contributemoney
or newsabout solarcookingprojects.The suggestedsubscrip
tion priceis US $10/year.Single copiesare sent free to select
libraries andgroupsoverseas.

We welcomereportsand commentaryrelatedto solarcook
ing for possible inclusion.Thesemay be editedfor clarity or
space.Pleasecite sourceswheneverpossible.We will credit
yourcontribution. Sendcontributionsto SolarCookers
International,1919 21st Street,Suite 101, Sacramento,
California 95814-6827,USA. You may alsosendthem by fax:
916-455-4498,or email: sci@igc.org

Solar CookerReview is compiledandeditedby the staff of
SolarCookersInternational,with layout graciously providedby
IMPACT Publicationslocated in Medford, Oregon,USA. SCI
is a 501c3 nonprofitorganizationwhosemissionis to
spreadsolarcookingto benefit people andenvironments.


