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The United NationsEd
ucational,Scientific and
Cultural OrganizationUN
ESCOis sponsoringa
World SolarSummit in
Septemberin Harare,Zim
babwe,to launchaWorld
SolarDecade,during
which solartechnologies
will be encouragedand
madeavailableto all of hu
manity.

Early this yearUN
ESCOinvited SC! to help
initiate a SolarDecade
solar cookingproject in
Zimbabwe.In May SC!
met with Zimbabwecom
munity organizationsand governmentrepre
sentativesto plan theprojectand selecttwo
communitiesfor pilot tests.The Departmentof
Energyassignedstaff to assistthe project,and
the DevelopmentTechnologyCentreat the
University of Zimbabweagreedto coordinate
the field work, which beganin June.Sitescho
senwere Epworth,on theedgeof the
city Harare,and a small rural community,
Ntabazinduna,nearBulawayo. In bothareas
fuel is scarceand expensive.

Epworth and Ntabazinduna Pioneers
By Patt Hull

It was my privilegeto be part of a teamof
SC! trainerswho spentfour weeksat two sites
in Zimbabwe.Wefirst met with the Epworth

"Thesun is free"
Zuvahan tengweShona

IlangaKalilambadaloNdebele

Thefirst teamof SC! InternationalVolunteer
TrainersincludedFaustineOdabafrom Kenya,
and Patt Hull, Bob Metcalf, Louise Meyers,
and JohnMitchem, all from the USA. They
werejoined by two experiencedsolar cooks
from PLAN International-Mutare,Mary
Chadambukaand ClarahMahati. In just three
weeksfifty families in eachsite hadpurchased
solarcookersand attendeda trainingwork
shop.Theteamsalso orientedthe new local

Continuedon page2

week,and this day theywere busyknitting and
crocheting.Many of them earnincomefrom
selling beautiful hand-madesweaters,doilies
and bed spreads.They agreedto be pioneersin
Zimbabweto decideif the simpleCooKit could
help alleviatethedifficulties causedby cooking
fuel shortages.They discussedhow theywould
schedulemeetingsand selectthe first 50
womento participatein trainingsessions.

Whenthe solar cookingdemonstrations
beganeveryonewas interested.Passers-byon
the marketplaceroad stoppedto listen. Even
the big clouds that Continuedonpage5
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Pleasenote our new
address,phoneand
fax numbersbelow.

Solar Cookers
International

1919 21st Street#101
Sacramento

California 95814
Tel. 916 455-4499
Fax 916 455-4498

Email:
sbci@igc.apc.org

World Wide Web
Solar Cooking Archive
http://www.accessone.
com/-sbcn/index.htm

Women’s Groupin Epworth, a fast-growing
low-incomeareaon theedgeof
Harare.TheWomen’sGroupgatherseach


