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!n 2001, more than 3,000
additional families received
CooKits, trainingand follow-up
servicesthroughSCI’s projectsin
Kenya,Ethiopia and Zimbabwe.
SC! also madesubstantial
improvementsin its ability to
assistgreaternumbersof organi
zationsand communitiesin
future solar cookingendeavors.

Kakuma refugee camp
2,300 families in Kakuma,Kenya,

receivedCooKits andtraining in their use
this pastyear.SC! initiated a smaller,
more targetedgroup projectwithin the
camp to provide increasedsupport in the
form of homevisits, extratraining and

additionalequipment.As part of that
project,SC! is training families to use
solar cookersin conjunction with Water
PasteurizationIndicatorsWAPIs to
ensurethat they havesafedrinkingwater.
The appointment Continuedonpage2

Solar cooker micro-enterprises in Harare
BY PASCALE DENNERY

SC! ProgramManager

While visiting the Development
TechnologyCentreDTC of the
University of Zimbabwe, I had the great
pleasureof meetingtwo dynamicbusi
nesswomen,Shelly Mwanza and Mama
Manunure.Both womenhavesuccess
fully incorporatedselling CooKits into
their small businessventures.While
Shelly begansolar cooking at the urging
of heremployer,ProfessorMelford of
the University of Zimbabwe,Mama
learnedabout the technologythrough

FlorenceShangwa,one of the champi
onsof solar cooking at DTC.

Shelly, 32, is originally from Zambia.
In 1997,shemoved to Harare from the
residencesheshareswith herhusband
and two teenagedchildren in eastern
Zimbabwe,to do domesticwork for Prof.
Melford. Shelly had tried herhandat sev
eral incomegeneratingactivities, includ
ing makingand sellingknit goods,and
hairdressing.Soonafter shegota CooKit,
herhair dressingclientsstartedasking
wherethey could get a CooKit. Shelly
was inspiredto add CooKits to herbusi
nessand sold Continuedonpage4
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SC!assistscommunities
to usethepower of the
sunto cookfood and

pasteurizewaterfor the
benefitofpeopleand

environments.

A youngrefugeewomanawaitsher solar-cookedmeal
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of Virginia Ruguruas ProjectOfficer providesfor
closersupervisionof the Kakumaprojectsand better
cooperationwith partnersas SCI preparesfor eventual
turnoverof the project.

Solarcookersarecrucial tools usedby many camp
residentsto copewith increasedfood and fuel wood
rationing.Trainersoften hear this messagefrom
refugeeswhile conductinghomevisits. SC!’s efforts
to systematicallydocumentfuel wood and food sav
ings resultingfrom solar cookeruseprovidethe evi
dencethat inspirespartnerorganizationsto offer addi
tional support.Campwalkthroughsoften show solar
cookerusageratesexceeding50 percent.

Due to recentfloods, more than 1,000homes were
destroyed,along with the CooKits within them.SC! is
currently seekingspecialfinancial support for replace
ment of theseCooKits.

Aisha refugee camp
Five hundredCooKits - the first producedin

Ethiopia- were distributedas replacementsor sup
plementalcookersthis pastyear.Solarcookersare so
appreciatedthat manyrefugeeswillingly paid small
sumsof hard-earnedmoney to obtain replacements.

Prior to this year,SC! relied on an often undepend
able importationprocessto get cookersand plastic
bagsto the camp.SelamTechnical Schoolis now
makingCooKits locally, and SC! will work with them
in the comingmonthsto producea quality product.
Accessto local supplieswill be increasinglyimpor
tant as SC! preparesto phaseout of the camp,where
the United NationsHigh Commissionerfor
RefugeesUNHCR plans to begin a periodof volun
tary repatriationof refugeesto Somalia. SC! is coordi
nating scheduleswith UNHCR to ensurethat families
havethe skills necessaryto takesolar cookingwith
them wherevertheygo.

A comprehensiveevaluationof theAisha project
was completedin November,2001 in cooperation
with UNHCR. Onceprocessed,this datawill provide
valuableinformationthat will guide SC!’s futurework
in teachingsolar cooking skills to people in need.

Zimbabwe
More than 1,000CooKits were distributedin

Zimbabwelast year throughSCI’s partner,the
DevelopmentTechnologyCentre of the University
of Zimbabwe.Adding urban communitiesin Harareto
the rural outlying areasalreadyserved hasled to

increasedCooKit salesand greaterbenefitsfor the
solar cooking teachers/sellers.As more peoplelearn
how solar cookingreducesfuel costsand freescooks
to spendmore time doing otheractivities,salesof
solar cookerswill likely continueto increase.The
additionof a new, charismaticstaffmemberto the
project,FlorenceShangwa,and a strongeremphasis
on working with experiencedbusinesswomenand
churchnetworkshascontributedlargely to rejuvenat
ing the project.

Theseaccomplishmentsare impressive,especially
in light of the challengingconditionsin Zimbabwe
underwhich the project is implemented.Social,politi
caland economicinfluenceshinderproject implemen
tation activities throughcurfews,fuel rationing,politi
cal violenceand restrictionson meetings.

ForSC!, the Zimbabweexperienceis different in
thata it occursin regularcommunitysettingsrather
than in a refugeecamp,b SC! is providingtechnical
supportto a partnerthat in turn implementstheproj
ect andc solar cookspay full price for the CooKit
and bags.Consequently,it is a rich learningopportu
nity that providesvaluableinformation and insight as
the organizationplansfor futureprojects in similar
communities.

Otheropportunities
SC! is bringing innovativewater testingand solar

water pasteurizationmethodsto Tanzaniain collabo
ration with AHEAD, a US-basednonprofitorganiza
tion. Dr. Bob Metcalf, SC! founderand microbiolo
gist, continuesto lead this researchand teaching
program.

Overthe pastyear,SC! hasprovidedtechnical sup
port and guidanceto individualsand organizationsin
countriesincluding Nigeria, Madagascarand Turkey,
and SC! hashelpedto createnew links betweenthose
requestingassistanceand skilled individualsand
organizationsthat canprovidehelpful services.
Additionally, the SC! boardof directors,working with
other refugeeserviceorganizations,has formeda task
force to explorea possiblesolar cookerprogramfor
the neediestpopulationsin Afghanistan.

Building for the future
The actionslisted abovetakeplace in thecontext

of acceleratingloss of forestsand diminishingwater
quality worldwide,resulting in illnessesand increased
fuel wood collectionburdensfor womenand their
families in many developingcountries.So SC! will
continuewith its vital day-to-dayactivities,while bol


