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New Logo

Brian Collentine’s distinguished graphics firm in
San Francisco, AXO, developed and donated a new logo
for SCI. It captures the spirit of service with which SCI
volunteers help spread solar cooking skills wherever
they are needed and useful. It was unveiled at the 10th
Anniversary Celebration to enthusiastic applause.
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President’s Corner
Norge Jerome, Ph. D.

It's a new ycar. with ncw oppor-
tunitics to spread solar cooking. As
SCI's new President [ want to first pay
tribute to retiring Board President John
Collentine whose leadership these past
two years helped SCI to expand its
membership support by 25 percent and
to launch field projects in Zimbabwe and
Ethiopia. John continucs as a Board
member and regular volunteer at the officc.
He has also agreed to chair our Fundraising
Committec. When John asks for help
I hope you'll say yes. His Committee's
efforts are vital to a strong SCI1.

Continued on page 2
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Updates from Field Projects

An early goal set by SCI’s founders was that 2.4 billion people
would know about solar cookers by the year 2000 and 24 million
would be able to solar cook. Many said,”Impossible!” but the goal
has inspired countless grassroots efforts by many other groups as well
as SCL

In 1995 SCI began the first of four pilot projects in sun-rich areas
where trees have become scarce - for a wide variety of reasons -
causing environmental degradation and making daily cooking in-
creasingly difficult.

Our plan was to

1. Introduce a new panel-type solar cooker (see Update on the
Panel elsewhere in this issue),

2. Support adaptations of the device and cooking methods for local
cuisine, ;

3. Empower local trainers with effective teaching methods, and

4. Learn from local women whether it proved useful to them.

We hope each will continue for about five years to get a good mea-
sure of results. We will look at patterns of use by those who choose to
buy/earn/receive solar cookers. We will also look at how the idea
spreads to larger numbers of people.

Solar cooking follows a predictable pattern of uptake like many
other “appropriate technologies.” A slow uptake by a small segment
of the population precedes wider adoption. Most people are risk-
avoiders, especially when food is scarce and precious; they tend to
wait until they see it used by others. Continued on page 4
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Tenth Anniversary Celebration

At its 10th Anniversary celebration in
October 1997, SCI paid tribute to numerous
pioneers around the world who have con-
tributed to the many advances of solar
cooking in the past decade. A special high-
light was unveiling of a new logo donated
to SCI (see below).

Special tribute was paid to Founder and
International Volunteer Trainer Dr. Bob
Maetcalf. A microbiologist and world expert
on solar water pasteurization, Metcalf was
inducted into SCI’s Order of Excellence
by previous honorees Barbara Kerr and
Sherry Cole. Metcalf was cited for two
decades of dedication to sharing the joys
and benefits of Continued on page 4

President’s Corner

As we face the challenges of getting solar cooking skills to
the millions whose lives could benefit, we tend to see the half-
empty cup, lamenting the enormous unfinished work of SCI.
However, we can take courage from our accomplishments
which have partly filled the cup: About 10,000 CooKits, mass-
produced in Kenya and Zimbabwe, have allowed families,
many of them refugees, to try solar cooking, gain one more
survival skill, and decide for themselves how to apply it to
their households.

SCI has also provided advice and shared expertise with nu-
merous small groups around the world that are trying, often in
isolation, to utilize local abundant sunshine to cook food, heat
water and preserve fresh foods by drying.

SCI has been given a lot of credit for generating new inter-
est in solar cooking worldwide. We accept the credit, but be-
lieve it is also due to growing fuel shortages and the new
involvement of women in defining local problems. Women’s
efforts to address malnutrition, health hazards of smoke,
water-borne diseases, and the long distances traveled to carry
cooking fuel are prompting active searches for alternatives
such as the use of abundant local solar energy. Problem solv-
ing is being localized!

SCI’s Board has mapped out exciting plans for the next two
years. Now we need you to turn these plans into realities - to
MAKE A DIFFERENCE in people’s lives. When we ask for
help, please say “YES.” I have dedicated my term in the Presi-
dency to work with you to achieving our goals.
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Continued

MOVING? Please let us know your new address.

You’ll save SCI $1 US to pay for your returned newsletter
and to re-send it.

A Worldwide Strategy

At the invitation of UNESCO,SCI prepared a strategy for a
world solar cooking program. It identifies countries which
have the largest numbers of people living in sun-rich areas
where there are acute cooking fuel shortages. By these criteria,
the top ten countries with the greatest potential benefit
from solar cooking are:

India Sudan
Pakistan Tanzania
Ethiopia South Africa
China Uganda and
Nigeria Kenya.

Thirty-two other countries also have sun-rich, fuel-scarce areas.
Many other factors affect the likely success of solar cooking
promotion in given areas. For more details see SCI’s Checklist.

Solar Cooker Review

The Solar Cooker Review is published two or three times a year to
provide news from around the world on solar cookers, their uses, projects
to disseminate them, and successful adaptations to diverse social and cul-
tural needs. The Review includes both news briefs and longer articles
about and by researchers, field program leaders, and advocates.

The Solar Cooker Review is sent to all who contribute money or news
about solar cooker projects each year. Single copies are available free to
selected libraries and institutions overseas.

We welcome reports and commentary related to solar cookers for pos-
sible inclusion. These may be edited for clarity or space. Please cite
sources for data where possible. We also invite essays on ways solar
cooking relates to specific other topics—trees and wood supplies, health,
nutrition, air pollution, environment, women's issues, climates, and more.
We will gladly credit your contribution. Send to SCI REVIEW, 1919 21st
St., Suite #101, Sacramento, CA 95814 USA, fax 916-455-4498, Email
sci@ige.org

The general editor is Bev Blum.

SClI is a volunteer, nonprofit group with the mission to spread informa-
tion about solar cooking to benefit people and environments worldwide.




