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NEW NAME
Ninety-sevenentriesfrom 7 countriesmadeit difficult to choosea new

namefor this new newsletter!journal, a mergerof the SolarCookers
InternationalNewsletterand SolarBox CookersNorthwest’sJournal.Special
thanksto the staffof EREC in McLean,Virginia, USA, who sent 41 entries!A
committeeof peoplefrom both Solar Box CookersNorthwestand Solar
CookersInternationalmadethedifficult choice.

Thanksfor all the enthusiasticcommentsyou sent about thenew, combined
publication.We equallyappreciateyour many suggestionsfor ways to improve
it. Wewill be working to implementmany of them overthe comingmonths.

Thanksalsoto Dave Ruppeof IMPACT Publicationsin Medford, OR, USA,
who is againdonatinghis layout/typesettingservices.

_____________________________________________

Kenya Refugee Project Update
SCI’spilot project in Kakumabeganin January1995 with a

teamof three volunteerconsultants:Prof. BarbaraKnudson
andEngineerJayCampbellfrom USA and Kenyancolleague
FaustineOdaba.In two monthsthey introduced70 families to
solarcooking and trained18 of the newsolar cooksto lead
workshopsfor others.Since thenthe work hascontinued
almostentirely by refugeewomenthemselves.SeeCase
Study: Solarcookersin fuel-scarceregion.

In the first few monthshundredsof grateful refugeefamilies
havestartedsolarcooking,far
exceedingour expectations.This
projectconfirms that the new,
openpanelsolar cooker"CooKit"
developedlast yearmakes
disasterrelief projects
economicallyfeasiblefor the first
time. Equally importantas the
cooker itself is an education
processwherewomenparticipate
in initial instructionand make
adaptationsto local needsthrough
local groupproblem-solving.

As we go to pressDr.
Knudsonis in Kakuma
evaluatingthe progressof the
first six months.Yet thereis
alreadyenthusiasmamongthe
UN High Commissionon
RefugeesLJNHCR and other
refugeeorganizationshavebeen

"Rcview. ‘ definedasswiopsis,critical analysis,
digest,commentary,and compendium,was chosen
to describethis publicationscoverageof diverse
solarcookersactivitiesby researchers,field progxam
leaders,advocatc:andindividual users. Wechose
cookerratherthancookijg becausesolarcookers
havemany additionaluses. The final choice is a
compositeof six similar entries. Seewinners and
honorablementionson backpage.

Pleasepardon uneven printing quality where
c’ve addedlate-breakingnewsandfixed late-
discoverederrors. It is in no way the fault of our
kind typesetter.We strive for a highest-quality
publicationwithin a leanbudget.
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"The planning and execution of the S "I training
programme has been extremely impressive."

U.N. High Commissionon Refugees
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watchingthis projectwith interest.A UNHCR report to its
Genevaheadquarterssays,

"The planning and executionof the SCI training
programmehasbeenextremelyimpressive.Refugee
participationis very high...Thenew solar cookingdevice
"CooKit"...seemsto avoid most of the technicaland
acceptanceproblemsassociatedwith cumbersomebox
cookers...Morethan any other project I haveseenor read
about,SCI hasreachedthe heartof the problemsic of
motivating refugees...therelativesuccesslies in the
immediate,substantialandquantifiablesavingsin
fuelwood...whichapproach40%...Theycancounttheir
savingsimmediately."

Looking Ahead
SCI will continuein Kakumauntil at least1/3 of families

havesolar cookers- perhapsanotheryear.We arealso looking
aheadto replicatethis exciting project,as requestedby
UNHCR.

UNHCR recommends:"The simplicity of the project’s
organisationshouldbe respected...solarcookersare already
a winner at Kakumain termsof refugeemotivation and
participation. SCI shouldbe encouragedto setup projectsin
other arid and semi-aridland refugeecamps.The benefitsto
the refugees,to the local Turkanapeopleand to the
environmentwill be measurable..
* more food on the refugees’plates,as theywill needto sell

less food in orderto buy fuel
* a reduction,eventuallyamountingto up to 40% in the

felling of treesat a distanceof 5-7 kilometresfrom the
camp

* fewerconflicts with theTurkanaoverthe felling of trees."

Half the world cooksits mealsoverwood fires, and in East
Africa about85% of families do. Large influxes of refugeesinto
fragile, semi-aridregionsarecreatingacutewood shortages,
malnutrition,andenvironmentaldevastation.Refugeesin the
KakumaRefugeeCampin northwestKenya frequentlybarter
away partof their meagerfood rationsfor enoughfuel to cook
the remainder.The fuelwoodconsumedby the30,000refugees
thereis far less than whatthey need,yet is much more than the
fragile environmentof northernKenya cansustain.

Hundredsof thousandsof refugeescould benefitin East
Africa atone. SC1’s expertisein solarcookersand thc
educationprocessis uniqueandurgently neededby refugee
organizationsdesperatelytrying to meetpeople’ssurvival
needs. Well-meaninggroupsare inclinedto simply
distributesolar cookerswith little or no instruction,wasting
scarceresourcesand failing to help intendedusers.

Right now we aretrying to raisefunds to begina second
project in October,with others to follow. Tax-deductible
donationsto maketheseprojectspossiblecan be madeto the
SCI Africa Fund, 1724 11th St.,Sacrame’nto,CA 95814 USA.

PRESI DENT’S
CORNER
There is no shortage of opportunities to
support needy causes of struggling
charitable groups both at home and
globally. How do I decide where my
limited financial support will go???

The potential for wide replication of
SCI’s successful pilot project for
refugees in East Africa has helped me
decide where most of my contributions will
be focused this year. Successof the new
panel solar cooker in Kakuina Refugee Camp
in Kenya has prompted requests for similar
projects from many other refugee camps.
These requests deserve immediate response.
The lessons of Kakuma must be shared with
tens of thousands more refugees.

Sd must keep pace with these unfolding
opportunities. Our expert teams donate
their services, but funds are needed for
supplies and other basic costs. After
careful deliberation SCI’s Board has
pledged to try to raise an extra$60,000
for Africa projects this year double our
original goal of $60,000 in addition to
$93,000 in member donations for other 1995
programs.

Our response to these new requests depends
on you, our partners. To you who read
this, I urge several actions:

First, be sure you are a 1995 member of
Sd - basic membership is $38 US, but
donations in any amount make you a
member/partner. For larger gifts, there
often are added tax benefits in giving
stocks or property instead of cash.

Second, enlist your friends. A mere 20
per day for a year can give a refugee
family the gift of skills to cook their
full food ration without bartering away
part of it for scarce fuels. A dollar a
day extends that gift to five families.

Third, perhaps a business or service club
you are associated with would like to
sponsor one or more refugee families and
help us move solar cooking to a global
scale. Organizational supporters are
listed in our newsletter.

Pledges by August will determine how many
refugees we can reach this year. Thanks
for whatever you can do

Clark Shimeall


