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For many years, countless individuals in
many countries have contributed their talents,
resources and heart to the spread of solar cook-
ing. They have poured their gifts, technical
skills, humanitarian sensibilities, creativity, or-
ganizational experience, time and treasure into
a cause they believe can benefit humanity.
Most corners of the world have been touched
by their efforts. Their work is often in out-of-
the way places and in obscurity.

The SCI Board notes, “Most of humanity
appreciates and utilizes the sun’s energy a few
ways. Some visionary people see new possibil-
ities before the rest of us and point them out. A
rare few both see the possibilities and lead the
rest of us to their benefits.” At its recent Eighth
Annual Meeting SCI decided it is time to begin
recognizing those who have made signal con-
tributions and announced the establishment.of

Continued on page 2

Refugee Projects Update

BACKGROUND: Half the world still cooks its
meals over wood fires, and in East Africa about
85% of families do. Refugees pouring into
fragile, arid regions there are creating acute
wood shortages resulting in malnutrition and
environmental depredation. In the past, the
35,000 refugees in the Kakuma Refugee Camp
in northwest Kenya had to barter away part of
their meager food rations for enough fuel to

cook the remainder. It is now ten months since
we introduced the new CooKit in Kakuma.
Today, thanks to our generous donors, over
1200 families are able to solar cook, and we
are scrambling to keep up with the demand for
more cookers.

Of the refugee women who became solar
cooks, 24 volunteered for extra training so

Continued on page 3

Sherry Cole Fund:

HOLIDAY BONUS AND MAJOR
MATCHING CHALLENGE

SCl is proud to announce the Sherry Cole
Fund has been established by Barbara Kerr to
honor her long-time friend, co-worker and co-
founder of SCI. Barbara has offered to donate a
$43,000 deed of trust if friends of SCI con-
tribute an equal amount by January 31,
1996. She explains:

“I chose this time for the gift because SCI is
on the threshold of enormous opportunities

opened by this year’s refugee projects. | hope
SCI’s friends will match this gift with other
significant gifts — large and small — to help
this small organization expand its outstanding
programs.”

Yule, Christmas, Chanukah. Whatever name
you use, this season is one of love and giving.
SCI’s work of spreading the benefits of solar
cooking to fuel-short regions of the carth fits the
spirit of the season and also the spirit of this mag-
nificent gift. What better way to say thank you to
two dedicated pioneers than to honor both Bar-
bara and Sherry with a gift that will be matched
by the Sherry Cole Fund.

Ye S I'd like my donation of doubled by a matching gift
from Barbara Kerr to the Sherry Cole Fund.

NAME

ADDRESS
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Order of Excellence continued from page 1

the Solar Cookers International ORDER OF EXCELLENCE,
“to recognize those whose sustained efforts have contributed
most to empowering people to cook food and pasteurize water
with solar energy.”

The first two recipients of this honor, unanimously-elected,
are Barbara Kerr and Sherry Cole. They are pioneer inventors
and co-founders of SCI and have contributed to the spread of
solar cooking in all of the above ways.

BARBARA KERR

Kerr credits her creative genius to her father, who—among
other things—"in the late 1940s placed a black 55 gallon
drum on our shiny metal roof and plumbed it to a shower stall.
Our family quickly learned that if we
didn’t take our showers by carly af-
ternoon the water would be TOO
hot!” Barbara has used many solar
water heaters since and, starting in the
1970s, created numerous versions of
simple, make-it-yourself and manu-
factured solar box cookers in both
cardboard and wood. More recently
she has worked with solar wall ovens,
hybrid solar/propane pressure can-
ners, and a unique “down draft” solar
food dryer.

Eventually she designed and built an entire small home
packed with energy-independent conveniences, the Kerr-Cole
Sustainable Living Center in rural northeast Arizona. She has
amply succeeded in her goal to “live graciously while treading
lightly upon the Earth.” A video of the Kerr-Cole Experimen-
tal Home was donated by Persons Helping People and is
available from SCI for $20. Most recently it was she who rec-
ognized the potential of Roger Bernard’s salad-bowl cooker
and helped develop it into our exciting, compact, low-cost,
mass-producible, popular CooKit.

Barbara has written many “how-to™ instructions and in
1991 authored the fine resource book, The Expanding World
of Solar Box Cookers ($10 covers the book and postage within
USA from B.Kerr, P.O. Box 576, Taylor, AZ 85939 USA). She
has given generously of her time in teaching groups and men-
toring individuals in the fine points of solar cooking and in
helping found and nurture Solar Cookers International.

SCI’s most generous individual gift ever, a $43,000 deed of
trust (see Sherry Cole Fund), became possible because of Bar-
bara’s economical home. She notes she now has NO monthly
bills for housing, heating, lighting, water or cooking, save for
$9 or less yearly for propane (for back-up cooking) and $50
for wood to supplement her solar house heating during winter
storms. She also grows some of her food in both an outdoor
garden and in a solar greenhouse, and buys most of the rest
through bulk purchases from a food cooperative.

She calculates that this energy efficient home and her
lifestyle of voluntary simplicity are saving approximately the

Barbara Kerr

equivalent of the income from this mortgage. She chose this
crucial time to pass these blessings on to SCI. “It is my hope
that this gift will inspire many other gifts as large and
larger so SCI can fulfill the enormous possibilities opened
this year through the refugee projects.”

SHERRY COLE

It was Sherry Cole, according to
Barbara Kerr, who first identified the
value of the cardboard solar box
cooker and who first verbalized the vi-
sion of its usefulness for women
around the world. Sherry has backed
up her vision with years of dedicated
daily effort to make the dream come
true. The Sherry Cole Fund was

started by Barbara to express her grati- Sherry Cole

tude for Sherry’s unwavering support

for solar cookers “as well as for her personal friendship and
encouragement which has meant.so much to me over the past
25 years.”

Barbara credits Sherry with telling her, “you’ve fiddled
enough with the design of that (solar) cooker—it works fine!
It’s time to make it available to others.” Most solar cooks in
the U.S. in the 1970s and 1980s got their first cardboard
cooker, or plans to build one, from Kerr-Cole Enterprises.

Ever modest, Sherry always downplays her contributions to
the Kerr-Cole legacy. As the “business” end of the Kerr-Cole
Enterprises, working on her dining room table she has assem-
bled and packaged countless solar box cookers for sale. Al-
ways striving for a response within 24 hours, she has written
countless individualized responses to mail inquiries, always
with flair, humor and encouragement. While maintaining the
office and her home in Tempe, Arizona, Sherry became a vital
partner in the creation of the Kerr-Cole Experimental Home in
northern Arizona, now called the Kerr-Cole Sustainable Living
Center, which incorporates the technologies that proved suc-
cessful. Sherry was also a founding member of SCI and has
contributed generously of both time and money to nurture it.

Both have also provided continuing encouragement to SCI.
The following sample, is an excerpt from a letter they sent on
SCI’s 5th Anniversary: “ ‘Steady as she goes’ is our advice.
We know learning to cook with sunshine is important to the
human race, the environment, and potentially to anyone who
eats cooked food. We are on the right track. Since it involves
both new technology and socio-cultural change it is a slow
process. To do this with largely volunteer efforts and restricted
funds in a recession is doubly slow. But how many people
from so many parts of the globe, so many different cultures,
so many different languages, have joined to do the job! We are
overwhelmed with gratitude to the individuals who have given
so much time, effort, money and enthusiasm to move this ef-
fort forward.”



