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For manyyears,countlessindividualsin
many countrieshavecontributedtheir talents,
resourcesand heart to thespreadof solar cook
ing. They havepouredtheir gifts, technical
skills, humanitariansensibilities,creativity,or
ganizationalexperience,timeand treasureinto
a causetheybelievecan benefithumanity.
Most cornersof theworld havebeentouched
by their efforts.Theirwork is often in out-of-
the way placesand in obscurity.

BACKGROUND: Half the world still cooksits
mealsoverwood fires, and in EastAfrica about
85% of familiesdo. Refugeespouringinto
fragile, arid regionsthereare creatingacute
wood shortagesresultingin malnutrition and
environmentaldepredation.In thepast,the
35,000 refugeesin the KakumaRefugeeCamp
in northwestKenya had to barteraway partof
their meagerfood rationsfor enoughfuel to

Sherry Cole Fund:
HOLIDAY BONUS AND MAJOR
MATCHING CHALLENGE

SCI is proudto announcetheSherryCole
Fund hasbeenestablishedby BarbaraKerr to
honorherlong-timefriend, co-workerandco
founderof SCI. Barbarahasoffered to donatea
$43,000deedof trust if friendsof SCt con
tributean equalamountby January31,
1996.She explains:

"I chosethis time for thegift becauseSCI is
on the thresholdof enormousopportunities

The SCI Boardnotes,"Most of humanity
appreciatesand utilizes thesun’s energya few
ways.Somevisionary peopleseenew possibil
itiesbeforethe rest of us and point them out. A
rare few bothseethe possibilitiesand lead the
restof us to their benefits."At its recentEighth
AnnualMeeting SCI decidedit is time to begin
recognizingthosewho have madesignalcon
tributionsand announcedtheestablishment.of
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cookthe remainder.It is now tenmonthssince
we introducedthenew CooKit in Kakuma.
Today, thanksto our generousdonors,over
1200 families areable to solar cook,and we
arescramblingto keepup with thedemandfor
more cookers.

Of the refugeewomenwho becamesolar
cooks,24 volunteeredfor extratrainingso
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openedby this year’srefugeeprojects.I hope
SCI’s friendswill matchthis gift with other
significantgifts - largeand small - to help
this small organizationexpandits outstanding
programs."

Yule, Christmas,Chanukah.Whatevername
you use,thisseasonis oneof love andgiving.
SCI’swork of spreadingthe benefitsof solar
cookingto fuel-shortregionsof theearthfits the
spirit of theseasonandalso the spirit of this mag
nificent gift. Whatbetterway to saythank you to
two dedicatedpioneersthan to honorbothBar
baraand Sherrywith a gift that will bematched
by theSherryCole Fund.
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a C I’d like my donation of

________

doubled by a matching gift
I from Barbara Kerr to the Sherry Cole Fund.

NAME

ADDRESS
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Order of Excellence continued from page 1

theSolarCookersInternationalORDEROF EXCELLENCE,
"to recognizethosewhosesustainedefforts havecontributed
mostto empoweringpeopleto cook food and pasteurizewater
with solarenergy."

The first two recipientsof this honor,unanimously-elected,
areBarbaraKerr and SherryCole. They are pioneerinventors
andco-foundersof SC! and havecontributedto the spreadof
solarcooking in all of the aboveways.

BARBARA KERR
Kerr creditshercreativegeniusto herfather,who-among

other things-"in the late 1940splaceda black 55 gallon
drum on our shiny metal roof and plumbedit to a showerstall.

Our family quickly learnedthat if we
didn’t takeour showersby earlyaf
ternoonthe water would beTOO
hot!" Barbarahasusedmany solar
water heaterssince and,startingin the
I 970s,creatednumerousversionsof
simple,make-it-yourselfand manu
facturedsolar box cookersin both
cardboardand wood. More recently
shehasworkedwith solarwall ovens,
hybrid solar/propanepressurecan-

BarbaraKerr ners,and a unique"down draft" solar
food dryer.

Eventuallyshedesignedand built an entiresmall home
packedwith energy-independentconveniences,the Kerr-Cole
SustainableLiving Centerin rural northeastArizona. She has
amply succeededin her goal to "live graciouslywhile treading
lightly upon the Earth."A videoof the Kerr-ColeExperimen
tal Home wasdonatedby PersonsHelping Peopleand is
availablefrom SCI for $20. Most recently it was shewho rec
ognizedthe potential of RogerBernard’ssalad-bowlcooker
and helpeddevelopit into our exciting, compact,low-cost,
mass-producible,popularCooKit.

Barbarahaswritten many "how-to" instructionsand in
1991 authoredthe fine resourcebook, The ExpandingWorld
ofSolarBoxCookers$110 coversthe book andpostagewithin
USA from B.Kerr, P.O. Box 576, Taylor, AZ 85939USA. She
hasgiven generouslyof her time in teachinggroupsand men
toring individuals in the fine points of solar cooking and in
helpingfound and nurtureSolarCookersInternational.

SCI’s mostgenerousindividual gift ever,a $43,000deedof
trust seeSherry Cole Fund, becamepossiblebecauseof Bar
bara’seconomicalhome.She notesshenow hasNO monthly
bills for housing,heating,lighting, water or cooking,savefor
$9 or less yearly for propanefor back-upcooking and $50
for wood to supplementher solar househeatingduringwinter
storms.She also grows someof herfood in both an outdoor
gardenand in a solar greenhouse,and buysmost of the rest
throughbulk purchasesfrom a food cooperative.

She calculatesthat this energy efficient homeand her
lifestyle of voluntary simplicity are savingapproximatelythe

equivalentof the incomefrom this mortgage.She chosethis
crucial time to passtheseblessingson to SCI. "It is my hope
that this gift will inspiremany other gifts as largeand
largersoSC! can fulfill the enormous possibilitiesopened
this year throughthe refugeeprojects."

SHERRY COLE
It was SherryCole, accordingto

BarbaraKerr, who first identified the
valueof thecardboardsolarbox
cookerand who first verbalizedthe vi
sion of its usefulnessfor women
aroundthe world. Sherryhasbacked
up hervision with yearsof dedicated
daily effort to makethe dreamcome
true.The SherryCole Fund was
startedby Barbarato expresshergrati- SherryCole
tude for Sherry’sunwaveringsupport
for solar cookers"aswell as for herpersonalfriendshipand
encouragementwhich hasmeant.somuch to meover thepast
25 years."

Barbaracredits Sherrywith telling her, "you’ve fiddled
enoughwith thedesignof that solarcooker-it works fine!
It’s time to makeit availableto others."Most solar cooksin
the U.S.in the1970sand 1980sgot their first cardboard
cooker,or plansto build one,from Kerr-Cole Enterprises.

Ever modest,Sherryalwaysdownplayshercontributionsto
the Kerr-Colelegacy.As the"business"endof the Kerr-Cole
Enterprises,working on herdining room tableshehasassem
bledand packagedcountlesssolar box cookersfor sale.Al
waysstriving fora responsewithin 24 hours,shehaswritten
countlessindividualizedresponsesto mail inquiries,always
with flair, humor andencouragement.While maintainingthe
office and her homein Tempe,Arizona, Sherrybecamea vital
partnerin thecreationof the Kerr-ColexperimentalHome in
northernArizona,now calledthe Kerr-ColeSustainableLiving
Center,which incorporatesthe technologiesthat provedsuc
cessful. Sherrywas also a founding memberof SC! and has
contributedgenerouslyof both time and moneyto nurtureit.

Both havealsoprovidedcontinuingencouragementto Sd.
The following sampleis an excerptfrom a letter theysenton
SCI’s 5th Anniversary:" ‘Steadyas shegoes’is our advice.
Weknow learningto cook with sunshineis importantto the
human race,the environment,and potentiallyto anyonewho
eatscookedfood. We areon the right track. Since it involves
both new technologyandsocio-culturalchangeit is a slow
process.To do this with largely volunteerefforts and restricted
funds in a recessionis doubly slow. But how many people
from so many partsof the globe,so many different cultures,
so many different languages,havejoined to do the job! Weare
overwhelmedwith gratitudeto the individuals who havegiven
so much time, effort, moneyand enthusiasmto move this ef
fort forward."


